
PLANES BLAST TRUE, KEY BASE IN PACIFIC 

The American Navy gives the Japanese no rest. Truk was the 

The enemy thought those 

mid-Pacifie fortress-islands impregnable. He sent up 

swarms of planes as the U.S. warships approached. A 

cuttain of flak brought them crashing down. 

Carriers sent up a strong fleet to blast enemy ships in the 

Truk Lagoons. 

Attacking/ Saipan aitfbase, 600 mileyfe nearer JFokio^ the Ameri 

shpt up/135 planes/ 

/The saj(pan oil-ta^kp^Were soon 
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the end of a great assault. 22 times in five days they raided 

Truk. 23 Japanese ships were sunk, and as a naval 

base for the enemy the islands are pretty well washed up. 
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Japan1e Marshall Islands, two thouseand four hundred and twenty miles 

fro? Hawaii, have fallen. Mow, one thousand two h ndred and forty 

miles further west, Trait, Japan's Pssrl Harbour ol the Central „ wcii-ic 

Is the target of a poerful American natal fonert. these are waters 

long considered impregnable by the Japanese. Ensmy plenss come up 

in a despsrats effort to protest their vital base. The gunners throw 

up a our tain of flsfc and enemy war planes are shot f leasing into the ass. 
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Mow, Amerlcsn carrier bsssd plants go aloft to destroy valuable 

shipping inown to bs harboured in truk's broad lagoons. Japaness 

vem els circls desperately to escape. 

30USD. 

T enty-thrae Jap ships ape sent to the bottom. Striking again and 

again, American forces hammer at Truk twenty-two times within five 

days, fruit, a^ a bass for the elusive Japanese fleet, is oeing made 

untenable. 

Sweeping nor Ward on Sal j an Airbase six hundred rcilee nearer Xo^io 

Am ricans Dive bomb the airship, I'hsae HPS soma J! tha a s hundred 

and thirty-five enemy planes that never left t e ground. 
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Oil installations are fired as United States forces leave ths bass in • 

asturning virtually unchallenged after a *eek in enemy waters, ths 

American voctoriss In the pacific. 


