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THE BUBMA CAMPAIGN BY B3IG. J.G. SMYTH V.C. , M.C. 

XJ 
SV^rigadier anyth speaking: 

"The country in which the Burma campaign is being f 

about the most difficult in the world from an operational4>oint 

of view. 

"Arakaa, where the fighting started this year, /is separated 

from the rest\of Burma "by a range of high mountains. As our 

troops advancedKalong the coastal road which leads to AKYAB 

thenJapanese countered by their favourite encircling movement 

designed to cut ourNpommunications." . 

ST Smyth speakings 
/" X / 
"In Northern Burma\there are twq/nain areas of activity both 

centreing round this allAtoportant ,%ie stion of comnunications. y 

<5he first is General StilwXllIs pave with his American trained 
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Chinese troops protecting th& construction of the ~fif. Ledo Ho ad A 35 
idea 

|The tead is that this road 

old Burma road which was oar 

ad!\ 35 / " 

Ld evantually connect up with the 

means of communication with the 

Chinese.2| His advance i/ being greatly assisted by the operation 

of the late General V/iflgate's airborSe troops, and mobile columns 

which are smashing up the main Japanese communications south of 1 * 
f  \  :  ,  r t w r  

MYITKTDJA." 1. j 
8 X 

CtJ Smyth speaking: \ 

"But the vital area of the present campaign is the central ) 

/ X I 
Masittps Manipur district and it is here that\the main forces are ) 

engaged and the fiercest fighting is taken place," 

"The main Japanese thrust was directed 

3S 

These three 
| lines should 

not be under 
lined. <?v'* 

our central base 

at IMPHAL and on the road which connected that base via KDHBIA with our 

raiiWiead at DB/LSPOR on the Bengal and Assam railway*/ Had this thrust 

succeeded the Japanese #ould have severed the main lime of communications 

-"7 of General Stilwell's force.nf \ 

CU Smyth speaking: 

\ In any case, any hopes they may have 

had of invading India must now have drifted into obscurity." 33 
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