
WALCHEREN CONQUERED 

Little *fr*e than a desolate waste of waters appeared 

Waloiaeren island to fiMVP&c R.A.F. pilots softening up 

coastal batteries still dominating the Scheldt 

estuary^- Upon tfce harbour of Jldshing 

Little more than a desolate waste of waters appeared 

Walcheren island to R.A.F. pilots softening up the German 

coastal batteries still dominating the Scheldt estuary. 

From the south side, opposite Flushing, long range 9-inch 

uns covered the assault by commandos, which led to the 

capture of the famous harbour* 

a f 
Under/snow/laden sky, a reminder Hi at winter comes 

early on this coast, landing craft crossed the estuary 

for a direct sea-borne attack. Everything possible 

by bombing and flooding had been done, but remnants of 

German suicide-garrisons were still holding Walcheren. 

Dive-btmbers attacked ahead of the landing craft. 

. Jd t/ 
(air) The harbour works of Flushing were tha###gWky 

by the Germans before our troops landed. 

mmmmmmmmrnmmmmmmmmmmwmgi u ma. 

In tip-top physical condition the tommies can stand up 

to the wet, cold and mud of this Dutch canpaign. 

Flushing was quickly subdued. The dispirited German 

Commander complained that the flooding of the island gave 

him no chance to resist any longer. His men were soon 

rounded up. 



Much sterner than the capture of Flushing was the 

assault on Westkappelle on the western tip of the Island. 

Fag^wogpe thaS Dieppe was the verdiot of Canadians who 

A bad turn in the weather 
almost 

made flying/impossible. Royal Marine commandos, spear

head of the attack.knew they were in far one of the most 

testing battles in the history of even the Marines. 

An occasional aircraft of the Figiter-Bombef kind 

dived on the defenders. 

Smoke screens partly concealed the landing craft and 

rocket ships joined In the naval bombardment. A 

withering return fire came from the ah ore. 

(after rocket) Although many landing craft were sunk 

and four out of fl%# of the close-supporting craft/^ent 

to the bottonuthe resolute invaders fought their way ashore. 

it was &ot lonv re overcome and the * 

^ Two months after the fall of Antwerp 

itself ttee estuary is under Allied entrol. That we 

at last have an adequate harbour close to the battlefront 

we owe to the valour of the British and Canadians who 

captured Walcheren. 


