
juldanoe Motes for Commentary and Captions on 

ITew Year's Day ir Operations 

The Luftwaffe, r/hich hud not in any numbers oroseed our battle-front ever 
since D-Day, imue a big effort on Hew Year's Day. 

The plan was to deliver a surprise attack on airfields in Holland and Belgium, 
flying at roof-top height and maintaining complete pireless alienee. 

<2hey met with a certain ma nt of success. We had enjoy eu. air supremacy 
for Ewny months. We were determined, to give our Arrd.es the raxitiuta, and continuous 
air support #ith the large Air Porce we had, despite the limited nutiU)ei of 
airfields. We had, therefore to keep more fighters and. fighter , embers on our 
forward airfields than we ideally liked. The enemy sought to gain by this. 
lie knew he would fiawl profitable targets at our airfields. He did, and he 
destroyed a number ox aircraft, though not their pilots. Ait in doing so, he 
gave us the chance he had so long denied us, and we were able to destroy many 
acre of his, in the air, with their trained pilots ana crews of which the 

jjuftwaffe is abort. 

Our aircraft losses were replaced within a matter of oours, and glad to 
tell only six of our pilots were lost in the fighting. 

Of the enemy, more than 100 pilots, including formation leaders, ore known 
to have been killed or taken prisoner in our territory by the Americans and 
ourselves. Certain losses of more than 100 trained aircrew and about 300 
aircraft is a serious matter for him. 

The enery had without doubt staged a major effort employing, many hundred 
aircraft. His losses were clearly very heavy. Just over 100 were destroyed 
by AlliecL fighters. Over 200 were destroyed, by the anti-aircraft gunners of 
the British and American Amies, the Royal Air Force Regiment and the Royal # 

Navy. 

The speed with which our forces took the chance they were given and the 
success which they obtained deserves the highest credit. 

Owing to the size of the operation and of the area over which the wattles 
were fought precise figures of enemy aircraft destroyed are nob available, but 

the round figures are conservative. 

In addition to these scores many enemy aircraft, with their proportion of 
killed, are known to have crashed behind his lines, especially north of the 

Scheldt. 

The enemy losses in this major air victory were greater than on the ^eak 
day of the Battle of Britain or in the Dieppe raid. 

The Luftwaffe's New Year greeting was returned with interest. 



NOTE PGR N1W8&GEL8 

I'QSW DAY A I R  OPERATIONS. 

The attached story is an amp11ficotion of the 
guidance notes handed to ITewsreel Editors at the Air 
Ministry on Monday 15.1« 45. 

Ft. A. P. PI'Ira Unit material already issued includes 
the following shots:-

(a) lermem filters diving over house tops to 
attack our airfields. 

(b) Juming and damaged it.A, P. aircraft. 

(c) wreckage of Gerraan aircraft. 

(d) A 35mn combat film shot from a Tempest 
showing another Tempest following a G.A.F. 
fighter goinj down towards the ground on fire 
just before the film finishes the camera 
aircraft comes within range and opens fire. 

Further material has now been received and will be 
censored to-day, Thursday, 18.1.45. This material 
includes build-up shots of B.A. P. fighters and 3. A. F. 
fiegiment ground defences and a sound Interview with a 
fighter pilot. 

The air-to-air combat pictures (apart from (d) 
above) were taken by fighters of the American 8th Air 
Force, to whom credit should be given. 



MOTIv.. PICT:?.? C.:iPTlON aB3ETS 
FIGHTER O^ER&TIONJ 

EIGHTH ARMY" AIR FORCE. 

PRODUCTION # F - 130. 
PRODUCTION No. 21487 

IT. JUT IE R .4 
( F17-19 0 destroyed in the air.) 

4 

v 

%4 DECEMBER 1944 

PRODUCTION No. 21496 
IT. R.C. HO ARD U»:m~ ' 24 DECEMBER 1944 
( ME-109 in air and Wo locomotives on ground destroyed.,) 

REDUCTION No. 21498 . 
IT. J.R. MC DONALD « SKKrZOL- 24 DECEMBER 1944 
( ME-109 destroyed in the air) 

PRODUCTION No. 21500 ____ 
2/IT. C.D. HENRY ..gr^" 24 DECEMBER 1944 
( Air and Ground targets damaged and destroyed) 

PRODUCTION No. 21517 
IT. WILLRUTH #9%' 
( ME-109 destroyed in the air ) 

PRODUCTION No. 21543 
F/0 SHARE -^gaSF* 56-f^ 
(Enemy plane destroyed in the air) 

PRODUCTION No, 21598 
IT. TROGE Sg3*#^"#UU JG -
( 1" -19 0 destroyed in the air) 

24 DECEMBER 19&4 

25 DECEMBER 1944. 

25 DECEMBER 1944. 

PRODUCTION No. 21603. _ 
CAPT. B.E, ELLINGTON SjgO Ffry 25 DECEMBER 1944 
( One 5W-19 0 and one ME-109 destroyed in the air) 

PRODUCTION No. 21618 
IT. 7.E. CHANDLER 
( Ground targets destroyed and damaged.) 

PRODUCTION No. 21622 
LT. 8 OVERLY 4 
{ ME-109 destroyed in the air) 

PRODUCTION No. 21638. 
LT. E.M. FIERY Jr. ,-^9ST. _ 3S4 FG. 
( Fr-190 destroyed in the air) 

PRODUCTION No. 21650. 
CAPT. E.E. 3ANKEY 
( FOJR F?'?-190s destroyed in the air) 

23 DECEMBER 1944 

27 DECEMBER 1944 

27 DECEMBER 1944 

27 DECEMBER 1944 

PLEASE CREDIT 8th AIR FORCE 

PRODUCTION # I - 106. " COLOGNE, GERMANY " 

PHOTOGRAPHED BY: _ _ 
PHOTOGRAPHER l S/SGT. LtEBERMAN. 

SCENES SHOW .....' Fort going gown Afire and six crew members bail out* 
rax END. 



p HE*? YgAB* S DAY AIR OpggATIOHS. 

On the morning of New Year's Day, the Luftwaffe tried to win 
bHCk some of its lost prestige. 

Mi nee D Day, German a ircraft have never crossed our lines in any 
numbers. Because of our overwhelming power ia the air they have had to 
eon* oni themselves with s few sneak raids and sotae _>hotograuhic 
reconnaissance by their new and fast Jet propelled aircraft. 

The Luftwaffe and It's commanders have been out of the picture 
I for a long time and they planned to get a bit of their own back, with a 
' surprise attack on our airfields in Holland and Belgium. 

We know that experienced pilots were called in from all over 
hnny for this effort and the greatest secrecy was maintained. The 

pilots themselves didn't know where they were going until a few hours 
before they took off. And when they got into the air, they we£e told 
to fly at roof-top height and keep absolute wireless silence to 
baffle our defences and catch us unawares. 

It was a mission carefully planned by the best brains of the 
Luftwaffe and they put into it several hundred of their best pilots 
and aircraft. 

Naturally, they met with a certain amount of success, ge had 
enjoyed air supremacy for many months. 7e were determined to give our 
Armies the maximum and continuous air support with the larL;e Air Force 
we have, despite the limited number of airfields. »e had, therefore, 
to keep more fighters and fighter bombers on our forward fields than 
we ideally liked. The enemy sought to gain by this. He knew toe would 
find profitable targets on our airfields. He did and he destroyed a 
number of aircraft though not their pilots. 

Jat in doln, so, he gave us the chance we had been so long 
denied - we were able to destroy many more of his in the air than we 
lost on the ground. More important was the fact that he lost many 
trained pilots and crews of which the Luftwaffe is short. More than 
100 pilots including formation leaders are known to have been killed 
or taken prisoner in our territory by the Americans and ourselves. 

When the Luftwaffe strafe be'/an, many of our aircraft were already 
in the air. some were cm their way to targets in Ger any. Others were 
coming back. 

These fighters and fighter bombers - Spitfires, Tempests and 
Typhoons of our 2nd Tactical Air Force - were diverted to the more 
urgent job. In the air they were told by radio of what was ha penln 
and they turned to meet the Luftwaffe in straight battle - the first 
real crack they.had had at it almost since the days of the Battle of 
Britain. And the result was similar. 

In these combats, we lost 8 aircraft and only 6 pilots. The 
Germans lost aircraft and pilots by the score and those who were not 
killed are now safely in prison esnips. 

A Polish Spitfire Wing was almost back home after a bombing 
mission when they heard the news. They waded in at 50 F<» 190s atid Me 
109s over their own base and shot down 18 for the loss of one. Canadian 
Spitfires diverted in the air from a sweep over Germany, knocked down 
24 and damaged 10 for the loss of two pilots. Tempests switched from 
the Ardennes battle front, destroyed 10 and damaged 5 for the loss of 
one. A formation of 4 Spitfires tackled big odds and shot down five. 

As in the days of the Battle a£ Britain, our pilots clearly 
demonstrated their greater skill. > \ 

It was in the main a . . F. battle, because the attacks were on 
it. t. P. forward airfields. But American fighter squadrons also joined 
in the battle and were responsible for a substantial number of "kills". 
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The general feeling of our pilot a was that German pilots 
are not what they used id be. Their flying was poor - there were 
instances of German aircraft crashing into each other in' raid air -
and their shooting wasn't any better. With targets such as they 
had -that aay, they should have done much better. Our round 
defences too took heavy toll. The ii.-wP. .Regiment and the ack-i 
nok gunners of the British and American Armies end of tlio Royal 
Navy destroyed scores of enemy fighters and their wreckage is s1 
all over- Belgium and Holland. Many crashed into marshes, into 
rivers and the see. All have not yet been found, boine went 
with their proportion of killed behind on*ny lines especially 
of the Scheldt. It was a major effort which cost the enemy dearly. 
Just over 100 aircraft were destroyed by our fighters: over 200 W 
were ehot down by ground defences. * ' - "T T : 
Qv i"1 O *. «•- *3 t«* »$.<•.» S 13̂ ?. j- a -"'i ' >v VL AJfj • • ' Vr 1-4 v-̂  ** «4«w A V Ss 'vy""" *• '* 

His losses were greater than oh the peak^ay of the Battle of 
Britain or in the Dieppe raids - a veryserious matter for him. 

Our losses could be — and were - easily and speedily replaced. 
For instance, one Spitfire squadron lost nearly all its aircraft in 
the strafing of the airfield. But by two o'clock that afternoon, 
the losses had been replaced and an hour later that squadron was over 
Germany. -

It wasn't 'so happy a Hew Year for the Luftwaffe. 

END 
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