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g« UCCUiViTION Of AKYA3. 

The occupation of the Japanese held. Island of Akyab has, for 
ny months, been an important link in the A i lies Par -.astern 

strategy. The capture of this Island gives the Allies control of 
practically all of the wayu peninsula and bases for the launching of 
the next offensive. 

On *0* trJLnua 1, Captain 0. J. 3. Jsrratt, an artillery observation 
officer carried out e reconnaissance over the island. The expected 
hail of Japanese flak did not materialise - and flying low, no signs 
of enemy occupation were apparent. Thi%lnformation as passed br-ck 
to the Oceana nders and the huge air fleets which were to precede the 
inv si on 1th a mas# bombardment were cancelled. 

Almost immediately, Group Gap tain David, accompanied by an -
. . cameraman landed on the island to ,aake further investigations. 

They were met by enthusiastic'and wildly cheering natives. Contacting 
the English speaking head man, the Group Captain flew him back to 
the mainland to report to the Commanding officers, Lt. General air 
A.P. i-m Christ!son, Air Marshal air .A. Coryton and Air Commodore the 
.arl of Sancton, that the Japanese had evacuated the island. 

L eanwhlle the final preparations were made to the invasion fleet 
and on Wednesday, January 3rd, Akyab was occupied. 

As the invasion fleet was underway, Group C© tain David flew 
the Army Commander and the ir Chiefs strai ht to the island, so they 
could watch from first hand the actual landings. 

Further information. 

his was the first combined amphibious invasion carried out in 
Barma. There was no opposition and the landings tuok place without a 
single shot being fired. Akyab has been one of the most frequently 
bombed and strafed targets in Burma* It has been at tucked by 
u. J. A. , by 3.24*s, 3.25*8 and 3.38'a, l,M* Liberators, 
Wellingtons, Blenheims, 7enre*mc6o, lenufighters, Mes^uitoe, 
Thunderbolts, ;pi tfires, Hurricanes, and iiurri-borabers, and Indian Air 
Force Vengeances, Hurricanes and Hurri-bombers. This target hs had 
a record variety of aircraft attacking it during the past three years, 
dnoe _uly 1942 the destructive work of the R. A.P. was maintained so 
effectively that by early IS^iU, the town's residential and industrial, 
properties were So, » destroyed. 

AKYAB L JDIMO. 

3aquence of shots show: 

Air llurahal Coryton with Air Commodore iandon and General 
Christison (Lt. Gen. Sir ,F. P. 15 Indian Corp Com ender) Directing 
operations. 

•ling Ca-anander J.0.0. Bradley of ellinjton, Hew /.ealandr, 
former judge of AKYAB prior to Jap invasion was given an enthusiastic 
welcome by local inhabitants who knew him prior to Jap invasion of 
island. oerlunda of flowers were hangaround his nec by inhabitants. 
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Troop a movltit up iroat 3sa<ti£^$o Akyatu The jetty^ 

at ,kyab and 8 sank sh^pe-T nouses, business>rf^ae», 

all illiin100" a^rrtSrergroWti irom a perioti/flilUsnse# The 

main rj^vw ^.yab with the c^peK i*owor. 

These illao were taken before the Troops entered the 

town oi Akyab, 

Akyab proaonnoed aCKSTaBB. 

All Shots in this Roll are plotures oi Tanks and 

Troops alter landing on Akya'b Island auvaace on the Town 

OX Akyab nine (9) miles I row the Landing Beaoh. 

A shot taken iroa a Tank shows men somhiag the xaddy 

ileitis xor any MlIT enemy. 

f ̂  Q . i3Q V ILL. 

£ 7  

3>r 


