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Express Staff Reporter 

"DRITISH troops will take 
•*-* a hand in getting coal 
to London households this 
morning. 
They have been lent by the 

War Office to- help merchants 
who say—and the Fuel Ministry 
agrees—that lack of labour is a 
prime reason for the coal 
shortage. 

At nins o'clock this morning the? 
will be shovelling coal into lorries, 
trucks, sacks, and housewives' 
buckets at coal dumps all over 
London. 

M&st of them will be employed 
at dumps near railway stations, 
where they will help unload trains 
bringing supplies from the pits. 
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Army transport may be lent jUj 
merchants to get supplies delivered 
at Londoners' homes. 

Most -ot these troops have seen 
foreign service, and have been 
posted home. Some helped to sort 
civvy mail at Christmas. 

There are 140 coal dumps in 
London ready for emergency use. 
Each contains between 5.000 and 
12.000 tons of coal 

A special check is to be kept 
on " lazy " delivery vans by coal 
merchants. 
In Chelsea one unregistered 

householder has had three coal 
men knocking in a week to ask if 
he would like coal, while in the 
next street another householder 
has been without coal for a fort­
night. 
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AT the Ebury Bridge emergency coal dump, one of four 
o p e n e d  i n  W e s t m i n s t e r  f o r  t h e  l o t i a t  c o a l  l e s s ,  t w o .  C D .  

wardens and a volunteer U.S. soldiier weigh out the relief fuel.  
It goes at 141b. for a 6d. ticket, and nobody can get more than 
four tickets' worth at a time. 

mm Householders buy the tickets at their nearest wardens' post. 
Their next problem is to gel the coal home. For t'hiLs yesterday 
push carts and perambulators were popular. LEFT: Baby 
gives place to ftie coal, but still gets a ride. RIGHT : Coal get? 
the outing. 
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tenements—and up to the second floor. They 
rested every three yards. But Mrs. Kime's 
smile indicates that it may have been worth 
it, because their last coal (one cwt.) arrived 
two months ago. 

Not too much fun, this, for Mrs. Emily Kime 
(left), of Gatliff-buildings, is 62, and' her 
mother, Mrs. Maria Cooksley (right), is 88. 
Twice they had to carry 561b. in the tin bath 
nore than 100 yaifds from the dump to their 


