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His Excellency the Viceroy's Opening remarks. 

xBefore we begin on the agenda of this Conference, the 
outcome of which will have a momentous influence on the 
destiny of India, I feel there are a few words I should 
say to you. 

First, I welcome you all as men who by character and 
ability have risen to leadership in your provinces and 
parties. I have called you together from all parts of 
India, at this critical moment in her history, to advise 
and help me in advancing India towards prosperity, 
political freedom and greatness. I ask you to give me 
that help in a spirit of broad cooperation towards the 
good of India as a whole. 

It is not a constitutional settlement, it is not 
a final solution of India's complex problems that is 
proposed. Nor does the plan in any way prejudge or 
prejudice the final issue. But if it sucedds, I am sure 
it will pave the way towards a settlement; and will 
bring it nearer. 

The statesmanship, wisdom and good will of all of 
us is here on trial, not merely in the eyes of India 
but before the world. I said in my broadcast that on 
all sides there was something to forgive and forget. 
He have got to rise above the level of old prejudices 
and enmities, and of party and sectional advantage; and 
think of the good of India, the gosd of 400 million 
people; and how we can best combine to implement these 
new proposals made by His Majesty's Government for the 
advancement of India, now and in the future. It will 
not be easy, and unless we can place our deliberations 
at a high common level, we shall not succeed. 
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You must accept my leadership for the present. 
Until there is some agreed change in the constiution 
I am responsible to His Majesty's Government for the 
good government and tranquillity of India. I ask you 
to believe in me as a sincere freind of India. I will 
endeavour to guide the discussions of this Conference 
in what I believe to be the best interest of this 
country. 

On the column which stands in front of the Viceroy's 
House crowned by the Star of India, are engraved these 
words: "In Though Faith, In Wo fid Wisdom, In Deed 
Courage, In Life Service, so may India be great." 
They will make a good guide for our Conference. 


