
GUTENBHG- BIBLE ^DCTIOM 

Lot Number 564 —-—— copy of t He Gut'enBerg "B1M6. There 

*—.is a small..aol^„.m.-jMs,JMti^JBhick_haa™baeiL..^hibit ed. no doubt 

^eTerybodxias^e,eaJ&g- of 56. _ 

I have £5,000 offered for this book - 6, 7, 8, 9, lo, 11, 12, 13 j 

14, 15, 16, 17, - 8, 17,000"Tp 17,000 - 18, 19 , 20 , 21, — 

£21,000. At £21,000. [Well, I have £21,000 offered for this 

book - 21,000 only, not more. 21,000 is bid. 21,500. 22,000. 

At £22,000 . 22,000 - no more offers? All done? BANG OF 

AUCTIONEER'S HAMMER. Mr. Ernest Naggs 

til 



Gutenberg Bible 

Fetches Record 
5 Price—£22,000 

" Evening News " Reporter 
Sotheby's to-day a copy of 

the first volume of the 
worlds most notable printed 
book—the famous Gutenberg 
Bible of 1455—was sold in less 
than a minute for £22,000 to Mr. 
Ernest Maggs, the London book
seller. 

Bidding opened at £5,000. 

Maggs would not disclose 

The Gutenberg bible at the 
sale to-day. 

and the price *1 the rate of £70 a 

& Iasm ttJSu* 
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SOTMBBY & CO. 

f oae * oints Bearing ou the Voluae of tne Q%tenburg ible to be Soli 
on 

„dareh 11th 1947 

(1) his copy; Mething aipeare to be known of its history before 
it found its way into the faoous rm ford Li: rary, 

where it was fro a the *4 e to the *70a of tho last century, 
Lora 9ee*<rd sold ids Library i& 187B by p-ivnte eontreet t a 
Loudon bookseller called Ja*s oovey, fijr whom a large part of the 
Library, including the Gutestarg Bible, was sold at auction in 
April, 1884. In is mala tlm hig)ieet bid for the bible was 2S . 
It m§ bought Li at this price :y the sellers who sold it subse
quently to or* aherst of mcWy for SB H . It r*e*a|t geared as 
Let 78 in ne e lob ̂ ated ^ wrst sr lo, wni^n e held in #ceaber* 
1008, where it wee bought for C2,v5- by uaHUchf wno sold it to 
vir# ujsou Perrins, the present omer* 

All the above, of course, refers o.,Jhf to what is now oeing • 
offered, namly, the rirst volmmof a book originally published 
in two volumes* ihere shears to be no indication of when or 
how the two voluiaes eeeae separated, nor is t e e any trace or 
record of the eeeonS. 

(2) ther oowies: i'he latest records shoe 48 surviving copies 
of the Oatenberg Bible, excluding ocu- leaves 

and mere frsgmmts. he whereeho -.n of 1 tsse, according to .he 
latest information wnieh »e *ve been able to obtain, is as followst 
the United Kingdwe {including Mr# errine1 volwte) 9} United 
States 18$ ra.jee 4j Oema^r 11$ t ustrift It Pel*a6 If 
Switzerland 1$ Denmark 1$ Ital^ 8$ Portugal 1$ t-pain 2* 

hether the copies Zomerly in Ge^naay, Austria and i oland are ' 
still intact and in the sr # eraershSi as before the war we do 
not yet know. - f the abovn copies, the xmaber in private amis 
is iai'initeeiml, not more than our outside Oeruaay, and it is 
questionable whether those in Qennany are not all now in public 
ownership* 



(3) irice: the highest price ever paid at suetSen for a copy of 
, tM» book is C dollars 5 paid on the l$t£ 

February, 1S86, for ti.se ropy now iu the possession of the tele 
Lnivereity Li; rery. A private sale in whieh we were eoneemed 
took |laoe a few years later at a eo,#idemhly higher price, but 
this does not, of course, affeet %m auction reeord. Ybe above 
•alee and alaost all other# recorded ware, of eouree, of mpie# 
of the whole book Li two vol# m* *'he o»ay o#er ease which we 
caxi trace of a single volu. «* having been sold at auction mi 
that of a voltuae formerly in he Cathedral Library at frevet 
which ear:e u, for sale here on the Hist June, 1937. This vae 
a fragmentary eopy, containing o;Jy W loaves o t of 817, and 
iseeeuri.ig bout an L.ch sm Her both in length and in width than 
Mr. ;er Lis* copy. It realised iStOtiO and there is, therefore, 
eorae reasonable nope tint about double that sua my be re limed 
by the copy now for sale# 

fhe iiigiiest price evo^ paid for s printed book at suction 
in this country is .clS,lc'-')f mid at the Bri well sale on the 
10th Deee.sber, 10SK), for Shafceepeere's Venue a ais a...d 
fhe kaeeiotiate iilgria* . (.he ritwell Library, which em# sold 
by m, broke severs! other record#. Its- total of *B5 , >00 is 
by fer the highest total ever realised by agy Library in the 
sale -oom anywhere, and the tot 1 of dl,(X realised on the 
efte noon of Jeeaaber 16th, 1. 2 , still holds the record for 
aay d y*s b ok sale anywhere), he seco,d highest , rice paid 
in ,nglBi4 for any printed book is jtili,B)t for Lord osebeiy*# 
copy of the first folio edition of Shskespeare*# i laya in 
July, 1938 (this was resold in ew fork last year for only M *' 00). 
In eenneetion with these prises I specify printed bocks, a# 
considerably higher prices have been paid fortainaeoript#, but 
these are in rather a uifferent category. 


