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Here again is shewn the folly of relying on the writings of -n 
irresponsible journalist for the foundation for a newsreel story0 

We eventually found T'rsBedford at the aerodrome after taking numerous 
detours around the flooded roads and wasiting much time. True she is 
installed in a Nissen type hut but she and her husband are living in 
considerable comfort. The building is full of their belongings and 
stores. Their larder is four times the size of mine at home. They 
have first class lino on the floor, far better than! can buy, and 
rugs on top. I mention theCe Retails to show that it would be 
impossible to show them in an "extremely pathetic angle". They left 
their farm vith plenty of tcme to salve everything. They have been 
in the nissen hut for two weeks now, and seem quite content. It seems 
that farmers of the fens do very well, and a set-back like this 
would not worry them a great deal. 
Mrs Bedford did not know the Newmans, but we found them in another 
village some hours later. We spoke to Mr Nemah, but he did not seem 
very upset about the sutuation and just said that he was one of many 
in the same plight. I do not think he was a suitable type to do a 
recording even had we had recording gear with us. Fe had quite q good 
suit on. From infront of the house tehere the Newmans are staying 
it is impossible to see their farm. 
I maintain!t is impossible to show the"appalling conditions" in the Fens 
till the water goes down. The water may be down by the end of May & 
it would be advisable to keep in touch with the Ouse Catchment Board at 
Ely who deal with the pumping. There is reputed to be a lot of Pumping 
gear at Warboys Aerodrome ready to get on with the job, for when all 
breaks are sealed. 

I took pictures of Mr Bedford outside her Nissen Hut. It was raining. 
I did the best I could with the cows in the hangar; I could have done 
with half a dozen sun arcs. 

As an alternative to the story in mind, I went out in a folding boat 
with some men who were getting furniture from one of the submerged 
farmhouses. Apart from the tops of houses there only hayricks to be 
seen. (I spoke to the man who owned the brick bungalow which only 
has the roof and two feet above water and he was quite cheery about 
his prospectsj The flood stuff was taken near the village of Sutton. 
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Two Rolls unmarked. 
Scenes showing damaged crop of Sprouts...Close ups etc. 
Scenes on Massed Tractors ploughing damaged Winter sown Wheat,various angles with 
six tractors... This material was shot in very poor light. 

Roll Mo.2. 
Gen view shots of Winter sown Com and how it should be at this time of year. (Value 

A Gen view of crop of ruined Com,showing Farmer Mawle inspecting,close ups etc. £L,000 
Long gen view scenes of ploughing in mined Swedes.(Farmer Roadnight's Farm). ( Loss 

Roll No.5. 

y 

Farmer Roadnight arriving on Horseback,to inspect with his Foreman the damaged crops 
Swedes, decides to plougi them in. 
Various scenes of ploughing them in,close ups etc. 
Close up shot of Farmer smashing Swedes with his foot. 

Roll .No.6. 
Various scenes on plou^iing in swAdes,close ups etc. 
Long gen view scenes of mined Com crops (This is the opposite to Mawle* s Farm. 
Various shots and close ups of the water cracked land,which is a complete loss,but very 
difficult to show. Screen filling shot of cracked land. 

Roll.No.5. 
Close ups cracked land which has been covered with water for weeks. 
More scenes of mass ploughing in better light,close up furrow etc,plough spewing.. 

Roll.No.1. 
Close ups scnes of the Foreman inspecting a crop of Clover Seed which is once 

again a complete loss (The loss in money being £10,000) 
Lz Close up scenes showing one or two gmai roots,various angles. 

Gen view scene of this crop being ploughed in 

This material is not very hot on its own,but I hope with some Library stuff it will 
make out. Th# reason being that its too late for the real trouble and too early for 
the new Spring sewing,which as a rule the Farmer doesent have to worry about,he 
relying on Winter sowing only. 

Exclusive. 
WHICH OTHER SOUND NEWS REELS COVERED STORY .... 
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