
N. RHODESIA: BATS BEING A FORTUNE. 

Bill Freeman and his wife think they're the luckiest 

people in northern Rhodesia* They came looking for gold; 

they found bats. What's lucky about that? Well, it 's not 

a long story, Bill found a limestone cave and explored it 

out d>f curiosityo He fouiad,jetalactites hanging from the st 

ceiling, finnttifl that the cave was perhaps millions of years 

old. Next discovery, it was the home of bats; thousands 

and thousands of them* Over thousands of years they'd 

covered the floor several feet deep in guano, one of the 

finest fertilizers in the wor 1 d. _ or 
X. 'erf 

Bill be know enough about it to roa^ioo ho'd stumbled 

on a far greater fortune than if he'd found gold. With 

local labour he soon had the cave organised as a guano 

mine. As yet the plant's a bijfc primitive. To haul out 

the sacks Bill -ti*A*rhis car/"The faster they come the 
\ I— richer he gets. 

He's the only man in the world who'o had mill ions -of ba ts— 

mocking for him since * miilie<a years-before he was born. — 

If Bill ever ha s a tombstone they can write on it- he 
% 

sought gold, A* found bats. 
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Bill Freeman and his Missus have settled In the Kafue Gorge less than 30 miles from 
Lusaka. Bill first came here looking for gold. It isn't due to Gold Fever, but Bill 
has gone bats - yes, he's gone bats in a big way, and Mrs. Freeman is delighted. You 
see, while prospecting, Bill came across the entrance to a series of underground caves 
carved out of limestone by the action of water. It took him a little time to realise 
it but he had really struck it rich. Let's go down with them. Its a bit spooky 
below, but its worth looking at Bill's bonanza. Being a limestone cave, it contains 
many Stalactites that glow with great beauty in the light of our flares. Stalactites 
grow incredibly slowly, and these large specimens indicate the great age of the caves. 

(Continued.) 
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There are three caves that Bill knows of and its none too easy getting from one 
to another. And when Bill first explored them on his own, he didn t know what wild 
creature or reptile he might run into. As a matter of fact, the only weird creatures 
were the eerie creations of the Stalactites. What then, made Freeman go bats. 
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where this comes from. 


