
STATEMENT BY THE! SECEETAEY CF STArE 
FOR TliE COLONIES 

FEMI, 11TH llkY, 195b 

With permission I wish to make a statement about certain developments in the 

Gold Coast. 

As the House Mows, the present Gold Coast Constitution, marked the last stage 

before the assumption by the Gold Coast of full responsibility for its own affairs. 

The grant of such responsibility is a matter for the United Kingdom Government and 

Parliament and it has always oeen the wish of Her Majesty's Government in the United 

Kingdom that the Gold Coast should achieve its independence within the Commonwealth. 

Since the present Constitution was introduced there has arisen a dispute within 

the Gold Coast about the form of Constitution which that country should ha-^ev/hon it 

achieves independence within the Commonwealth. 

Efforts have oeen made to bring about a reconciliation between the major 

partie3 but they have so far met with no success. 

I have been in close touch with the Prime Minister of the Gold Coast on these 

matters. It is the considered view of his Govemmen'u that the time has now come 

for the Gold Coast to assume full responsibility within the Commonwealth for its 

own affairs. I have made my view clear to him that because of the failure to 

resolve the constitutional dispute we can only achieve our common aim of the early 

independence of that country within the Commonwealth in one way and in one way 

alone; that is to demonstrate to the world that the peoples of the Gold Coast have 

had a full and free opportunity to consider their Constitution and to express their 

views on it in a general election. I have told Dr. Nkrumah that if a general 

election is held Her Majesty's Government will be ready to accept a motion calling 

for independence within the Commonwealth passed by a reasonable majority in a newly 

elected Legislature and then to declare a firm date for this purpose. 

Pull membership of the Commonwealth is of course a different question and is a 

matter for consultation between all existing members of the Commonwealth. 
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GOLD CO ST'S bECOBD FR ILi'-CTIOMC. 

The Gold Coast is holding its second general elections under 

universal dull, suffrage on July 17 (apart from certain North rn 

Territories wards which voted on July 12) . 

Seven parties or movements, as well as many independents, 

togeth r put up a total of 225 candidates to contest the 10 4 seats. 

The number of voters registered for the present elections 

is 1,460,000, out of a population of about 4j million, Including 

Togolcnd. 

At the time of the elections the ptrty in power is the 

C.P.P. (Convention People's Party), the IUL.M. (National 

Liberation Movement) forming t%e main opposition. 

Mr. i.ennox-Boyd said recently that general elections in the 

Gold Co st were the necessary next step to. arcs the country's 

goal of independence within the Commonwealth. 

U.K. IP's. In GOLi COAST. OBSERVE: QJ GLBfoAL L CflO^ 

The U.K. Parliamentary Deleg tion visiting the Gold Coast as 

observers of the General Election flew to Acara on July 9 tnd at 

nee visited the Northern Territories, where the Election started 

on July 12. Subsequently th y divided into three parties of two 

find observed the conduct of th Elections in the Colony nd in 

Ash&nti. After their return on July 22, they will report first 

to the Secretary of State for the Colonies and then to the 

United Kingdom Branch of the Common, ealth 9 . rliament&xy / ssooiatloz 

The Delegation eonsistsTfii^ Sir Holant lipbin:.on, ".P. 

(L - ad .T/, • »L. .. 11. lieu, %. C., • - ., Mr, oy m - son, .P., 

Mr. S#i-. PanaeX;: , X.p., Mr. Peter Laithyrs, ...p., and 

Mr. F.T. #111 ey, &1.P, 


