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The Rev. H.E. Hopkins, O.B.E, , M.A. Tel: CITy 5139 

CASTING OF "BIG BELL OF BOW" 

The casting of the "Big Bell of Bow", the great Tenor Bell 
of St. Mary-le-Bow, and its naming ceremony by the Rector and 
Churchwardens, will take place on Friday, July 20th at 3-0 p.m. 
in the Whitechapel Bell Foundry, Whitechapel Road. 

This hell is the direct descendant of the old Curfew Bell, 
first time-signal of London. In 1334 it was ordered to he rung 
at 8.0 p.m., and its sound is said to have been heard on Highgate 
Hill by Dick Whittington in 1375* It was destroyed in the Fire 
of London, 1666, recast in 1669, and destroyed again in 1941. It 
is now being cast ag^iil from the old metal and will be named "Bow 
by the Rector (The Rev.Hugh Evan Hopkins) to commemorate its 
long history. 

On its ' shoulder1 will be inscribed the words from the 
evening Canticle "Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation". Round the "soundbow" 
there is, as with all the new bells, a decorative border of 
"London Pride". 

London should be proud of her new Curfew bell, the largest 
of the 12 Bow Bells, waiting now the chance to ring again from a 
restored Church and steeple. 

The ceremony will be attended by the Lord Mayor who will 
pay a tribute to the long association of Bow Tenor with the City, 
and with his predecessor in office, Dick Whittington. The Masters 
of the Turners' Company and the Founders' Company, both of which 
have contributed generously to the cost of the casting, will be 
associated with the Lord Mayor in casting coins into the furnace 
at the ceremony. 
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