
THE FALL OF ASMAHA AND MASSAT/A. 

Following the capture of Keren, the Empire Army in 

Eri trea pushed on to Asmara the capital ;  the#r  

chief handicap was the road blocks left in their path 

by Italian engineers. Our engineers went ahead so 

fast that they nearly managed to prevent the dynamite 

squads from operating - but they did the next best 

thing: they captured them and set them to help 

clear up the mass. And all over this vast and 

desolat* country, the Empire troops were closing in -

mopping up: ferreting out cunningly concealed guns 

R#** the columns are closing in on Asmara -

the hours of Italian domination are numbered. Hurry 

up - you'll miss the flnl^^pf 

Prisoners taken on the way were sent back behind 

the lines; fcn fr^mmnainntn linfrm 11M fnl,h*i#he 

Ammmmn mimn empty  anr i  n i l  wi t ,  SB-

Italian Officersoat to meet the British 
4— .  

Commander W make arrangements to surrenderor 

The Italian Generals are here seen with the 
dS 

TBYTXTsnt Bishop of Asmara, in discussion wittyBrigadier 

General.And so, after a five-day campaign, our 

camera accompanied the first car into the capital of 

Italy's oldest colony - to be greeted with salutes like 

a visiting foreign monarch in peace time / 
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part  11 

THE FALL OF ASMARA AND MASSAWA. 

The iMn inhabi tants  seemed to  be qui te  pleased a t  

the change to  Bri t ish command;  in  Uiiuj  

tun  ^  1 1 , 1  n  n n t <  1 1  n f  " n 1 , n n ' n  -  "Here am very 

glad to  see you in  good heal thu^^ '  

In  the town of  Adiugri  not  far  from Asmara Bri t ish 

pr isoners  had been tunnel l ing their  way to  freedom. They had 

dug 105 feet  s ince January and only 
£*+" 

to  go when the Empire  Troops opened the dooj^ Back in  

Asmare.  •e tnn.-aiA * dr  i  anqg*# 

-  , e .  Thw ri¥i I h i l i  wnnt  in  to  establ ish his  

ft 

TV-
headquarters  -  and the capi ta l  was Mussol ini ' s  no longer .  

After Asmara -  Massawa,  the  important  port  on the Red 

Sea.  instruct ions for  the a t tack were given with the a id  of  

a  map in  the sand^X-

-?e sent  a  car  with a  white  f lag into the town to  suggest  

immediate  surrendei^f  the car  returned MXK with an envoy 

from the I ta l ian command,  b l indfold^^ After  instruct ions had 

been obtained from I ta l ian headquarters  the defenders  of  

Massawa s ta ted rather  re luctant ly  that  they proposed to  f ight  on.  

30  -  the bat t le  for  Massawa commenoe^^ skol la  au# ar t  

* m-. the strongholds on 

the road began to  show the s ign of  aiCDHtnaet t  surrender  which i s  

almost  becoming the I ta l ian nat ional  f lag^j^ 



770 THE FALL OF ASMARA AND MASSAWA. (2) ' 

This is the destruction wrought in the harbour; 

Italian shipping crippled; supplies destroyed; their defeat 

had only been a matter of time^F Some attempts at sabotage 

had been made before our troop* marched in; an ammunition 

lorry crashed; and this is Admiral MMKXXX Benettij^Btt 

in charge of the defence ; -1 n Aha ma wop* wki ih 

hail h r j a r i i i t t  l iaii 1 N thn QTTH 1 1 1 '"FI*R1 n -*"irriii*I 
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igriItaly bmd lost a few more possessions in tiahs war 

A which she entered from motives of greedier 
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