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Torpedoes in the night, seven hundred and fifty miles from 

the Panama Canal; crashing into oil tankers off the Dutch West 

Indian island of Aruba; Germany had extended the battlefront 

and brought war to the Caribbean sea. 

The map shows the island off Central Americe, north of 

Ve ne zuela. 

The tanker Arkansas was seen in daylight to be hit by 

shell-fire; ; seven tankers were 

either sunk or damaged; and there was damage to land 

installations also^X 

A torpedo missed its mark and ran ashore; but after this 

newsreel film was taken it exploded, killing four people who 

were looking at it.  

Planes of America's Air Fleet took off to hunt the raiders ; 

w are believed to have destroyed at least one of the 

made this attack. 
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On all seas tne submarine menace grows, and we have to 

fight it tooth and nail. In the Battle of the Seas, Britain 

canno^f*retreat or withdraw, and Britain doesn't intend to. One 

method by which we are fighting the U-Boats is the mass production 

of motor launches by an ingenious system of using the hundreds of 

small boat-yards in the United Kingdom. From a central 

organization and from many large factories, separate parts of 

these patrol boats are built to Admiralty specificetion. They 

are sent out to the small boat-builders whose job it is to 

assemble them; by this means a perfect Navy boatbuilding job can 

be carried out without complicated machine tools, and largely 

with unskilled labourer "i ' ii - i 1 —wmm*. 
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The engines,naturally, are the most costly and delicate 

part of the M.L. Usually the central organization sends a team 

of skilled engineers to the boat-yard to fit them^*^^- ^ V 
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v And so another of His Majesty's motor launches takes the 

water. Figures are secret, but several are launched every week 

of the year. 

J' lbbi AJI III i I imPi; this 

is a class on the handling of^engines. 

And rfc 1 • im „n acceptance triay the M.L. undergoes z 
hours of testing at full speed while Admiralty experts check 

performance and look for fault^^F 

Our M.L. has been passed out for active service and now 

forms one of a patrol flotilla; a plane coming over the horizon 

may be a Jerry and ack-ack gets read^f 

They've driven him off but he's coming back and another 

speaisit ack-ack goes into txotlon^^* 

That's one less Nazi to huflt our convoys^**' 

^? Look out U-BoatAnother plane no it 's ours: 

he's on the radio about that U-Boat. 

Anti-submarine action stations 

The Captain forms his flotilla 

The flag signals "let go depth charge" and the little 

.  fleet roars into the attac^^ And that's another sub that'ti 

won't return from patrol* 
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Now by contrast, our cameraman is out with one of the 

greatest ships of the Royal "avy .... H.M.S. Duke of York. The 

past few months have taken heavy toll of our capital ships; 
S< 

the loss of the Prince of .Yales and the Repulse, and^e scape of 

the Scharnhorst and Gneisenau indicate that capital ships must 

always have fighter protection.' 
Jv) • 
(7 d The Duke of York has new-type fourteen-inch guns the 

most powerful guns in the irri ml tinrn thir c~ 

And now the camera takes us right into the front line with 

a  c o n v o y  o f  t r o o p s h i p s ^ *  T h e y ' r e  i n  d a n g e r o u s  w a t e r s ;  a n d  i t ' s  

good to see that there's an aircraft carrier forming part of the 

escort.» Protection, and also part of the eyes of the fleet 

which must never fail in its look out. Jr 

'  I* H*il 1 1 LI '  " 

c 
Through 2,000 miles the convoy of troops ploughs on; 

every mile is danger;^ '.i l '1 '" £» >s 

[•iitir m J i Nil 

-4^,00 Even when there's no enemy to shoot at they keep in itDBlr' 

trim with target practice, 7 
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More miles have been safely left behind; this convoy is 

well on the way to reinforcing our troops in operations overseas. 

Now planes begin to return from U-boat patrol to land on 

the aircraft carrier: it looks easy, but that's a dangerous job 

even in peace tirae^ 

Right on_ the a jointed tiiga^nother aegort ofyi lips is 

Lanship 

fithout Ctfss and without hitcli:/ and 

convoy 

1942 sees the continuation of the ocean struggle that has 

raged without pause since September 1939. However* well or ill 

may go the Battle on other fronts, this is the front that we must 

hold to the end. The Navy is sorely strained and tasted; but 

an island race can only be as strong as the strength of her ships 

and sailors; we owe every day of life to the Royal Navy, 
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