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THE ALLI2D ATTACK FROM NORTH AFRICA AIR OFFENSIVE AGAINST ITALY. 

pantelleria the first island in history to be conquered 

by air aaoaolt. 

After days and nights of incessant pounding until all 

resistance had ceased, this vital stepping-stone to Sicily lay 

staggered and silent beneath the shadow of doom. This was 

Pantelleria Rfroennaisaaaoe.. overhead--te- gain some 

this small bastion 

t,hm Arin. 1r^ the ftftii tfrgranftin. 

-ffher-Blr ertt&ak__beKan d'^ns thfi Conine <l*y« pf 

June greater load of bombs was dropped on T~ntnl Imii 

30 square miles than on any other target of similar size 

HKJi'U Ulau wa-3-delivered ChTOdgTl'imG' 

TunTsTS"; st^-iiyT--iarrli ni n anri -l^anLy^ 

rCkg_tfl.£nl n;.u;ib»g- gaa-tnT5~Tairrions of pound*. So "great wa» 

the air txa££ia_ that s&vere-i-M-ms- thnrrng-ttm' "day so ores of 

aircraft were kept circling.over other forrnflti-aag weritrng~tD iirCp^ 

their bowb'ff. 

And over Lampedusa, that small island lying about 100 miles 
utr 

to the south of pantelleria —-y^the same story of aealx desolation 

and ruin, it was absolutely necessary 

to lay this target flat, as the harbour was a base for E-boats, and 

the island possessed quite a useful airfield one third of the 

town and harbour area was flattened out and the strong garrison, 

estimated at 5,000 men was completely helpless under the 

shattering hammer blows from the air. y 
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THE ALLIED ATTACK PR CM NORTH AFRICA (2) 

Hapless islands of the sunny Mediterranean whose 
eU 

inhabitants had been for&ad to lijw"uMer this dark regime of a 
<uc, 

Megalomani\ novi just^jfehdless panorama of destruction and 

defeat further^rlotims indeedN^f the insatiable maw of a 

fast-festeri^jackal^- ^ 

And continuing the pounding of vital centres of Italy 

heavy Liberator bombers of the U.S.A.A.F. prepare to carry out a big 

raid on the airfield at Taranto. 

6n the grotrnxr;—ilie uruwb aie busy working—anQlmaa wt nnd-

t^her-kina equipment. 

Bombs are packed up on the trailers and pulled out to the 

planes. 1 • - 1ari i 11- 1ntn thr rrairg 

The plane you see here has 45 raids to her credit, one bomb 

painted on the side for each mission, f 

((&. zero hour and the formations cross the North African 

coast — heading northwards for Italy./ ^ ^ T*< 

Now they're over the Italian coast the itallano ,e#t r» 

u»-s»oice M.aro« wi ui^l.birig. tilie ujjggoaohlins broborar From the 
'ij*- *— 

x 

substratosphere, the*. jbm iy Liberators let -ge-fr- stick after stick of 

bamfes bombs ikiwn thuy atroulc hundreds t^^^ra-

i^ali n^~ijnfi(j»r jiiiij a Ogams' far-below iii ijarai'ifrs^., oudiieuly — fa-*/**' 

>f.hrn,ngh a ; remit ia tho-cluuda, thu » aMnr-t|p-e»e»-2*nK$iiTg 

•"ilii*' ii i  * ^ t M j j i L  duhip* ij-lrl I and bi»wo up Another 
1̂ 5 SV$r-_ 

tssful raid y^the prelude, perhaps, to Rotue Jt-- %nri thr succe: 

frryi it] off if H i  u inillk iiT *ibm. lioinri lirl rp\n. 


