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Aha -jolt Baca 3007- 38th March 53 

/ 
/  uxf or d • s  heavyweight crew were hoping to make post- T a r  history in this ,  

the 99th Batt le of the Blues by winning in successive yearqj^But the Light 

Blues had other ideas -  for^#*ei they had won the toss,  and had chosen 

the favoured surrey sic!e 

uood condit ions f-erotated the start  of the mile batt le from Putney to 

Mortlake -  and, from the off ,  Cambridge (nearest  the camera) shot into the 

lead -  determined to make every bridge a winning one.  

vxford's  plan was to try and take the lead,  so that  they could cross over 

and take advantage of the Hammersmith bend; but Cambridge's  fast  start  

seemed to have unsett led them i f .  

vut in midstream now -  as we follow the race from our launch -  with Oxford 

at  least  a length down -  as they approach the Mile rost  -  and desperately 

"trying to plug the gap before Hammer an i t  h.  

Coming up to Hammersmith Bridge now -  Cambridge about two lengths ahead,  

and taking their  t ime the Navy way -  fbr their  stroke,  P.O. Hall  is  the 

f iret  Naval officer to row in the race.  They also had an American,(l .  

McCagg) rowing at  number s ix.  I t  was here,  at  Hammersmith,  that  Oxford 

jegan to make up a l i t t le  leeway; and that  set  everyone hoping that  they 

really would see a race j .  

Behind the crews followed the usual  f loti l la of l i t t le  ships,  carrying wge# 

race officials  and Old Blues -  who were,  no doubt,  rel iving past  great  

at t les .y  

Despite meeting rough water on the second half  of the course,  Cambridge 

kept up their  smooth stroke -  pushing up their  lead to f ive,  s ix,  seven 

lengths. the while, Oxford struggled manfully in their wakJf 

% tb.r .  weight length,  betne.n the cms . .  Cambridge %Tthe Poet,  

U"9 i r  5 4 t h  V 1 C t 0 I y  l n  t b e  s 9 r l e s -  A n d  the great  combination of American 
aid and t iaval  s trategy won the cheers. ,M 


