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Fifty thousand fans at  indsor Park,  Belfast  -  matched Ireland kick off  

against  Scotland in the f irst  home-international of the season. . ,  

The visi tors ( in the darker shirts)  soon gained possession -  but their  

f inal  effort  was well  wide. .  V 
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Then -  after  six minutes,  the Ir ish hoys celebrated the 75th anniversary 

of the association in f i t t ing style -  Jackie Blanch flower scoring with a 

f ine header.  

Great  enthusiasm on the terraces -  and no wonder -  Ireland's  last  victory 

in this  match was in 1947.. .  

3ix minutes la ter, the "men in green" went further ahead - when Bingham 

collected a low centre and slammed i t  home. j  

Now there was no holding the home supporters as they scented long-awaited 

victory.  

Lore at tacks -  with Fay Coyle harassing the Scots into.  ?f . . .No nearly^ 

^fter  their  grand performance during the cl  se season continental  tour -

the Scots were disappointing -  never seeming able to cl ick into matoh-
w inning gear.  

A free kick for Scotland -  and here oomes a chance -  but once again,  bad 

f inishing mars s  determined at tack^f 

.  / i th a two-goal interval  lead- those Ir ish fans were s t i l l  si t t ing pretty.  

Off again -  Scotland in possession -  and full  of determination -  and now 

Uprichard makes the f irst  of a series of wonder saves,  that  won every 

Ir ish heart^ 

Occasionally,  Ireland did come sweeping back to raid the visi tor 's  gaal  

but  their  efforts  viere well  off  target^ 

Then came the goal that  put Scotland back into the game -  a high lob into 

the goalmouth - Uprichard stays home - leaving Beilly to pick his spot.Jj 

Ireland Two -  Scotland one -  and could those "blue devils" pull  the game 

out of the f ire? 

• e l l  -  they certainly tr ied -  mounting at tack after  at tack.  But always 

Uprichard stood-between them.. .and victory.  

Once Ir ish hearts  did sink when the Scots got the ball  into the net;  but 

the point  was disallowed,^ 

_:>nd the final two-one victory made it very happy birthday greetings for 

the Ir ish football  association.£ 


