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West Country Royal Tour- May Ilth. *56. 

^The eagerly-awaited two-day Royal Tour of $he Vest Country began at 

V Barnstaple, where the ^ueen and the Duke of Edinburgh were received by 

the Lord Lieutenant of Devonshire, Lord Fortescue. *»nd there was a 

civic welcome, too, from the Mayor and local dignitaries^^ 

On arrival, the ^ueen inspected a Guard of Honour drawn from the 4th 

Battalion- the Devonshire ^egiment.^ 

Barnstaple was in festive mood for the triumphant drive through the 

streets of the Borough, which were gaily festooned with flags and 

bunting.^ 

Inside the Queen's Hall, Her Majesty received a floral tribute from Miss 

Joan Sanders- a young citizen of the town. 

It was certainly children's uay^iKi^in the pannier Market- Knixsoraaxxia 
youngsters 

where more than 5000 zxxs assembled to give loyal greeLings to their 

Sovereign and her husband^f t ^ 

The fyieen was ̂ uick to notice the traditional Barnstaple Glove-

symbolising the Borough's hand of friendship. 

On their way to Exeter, the Royal visitors xtnggaaz. stopped at 

Eggesford Forest, where the „ueen unveiled a stone, recording the 

planting in 37 years, of a million acres of forest in Britain by 
S riArfM, m OCMf.DfV, tit-O-

the Forestry Commission#iTB tt mamonto oi-fioi* vlaiir-—lUoan i,t rrawm 

planted an oak sapling, and received a pair of secateurs to w.-i! tl-n 
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At the Exeter City Boundary, the ^ueen and the Duke were received 

by the Mayor- Councillor G.J. Greenslade, who surrendered the City's 

Royal Sword. 

There was a rousing welcome for the Rpyal visitors as they drove £rom 

the Guildhall to the University, where Her Majesty was later to unveil 

the foundation stone of the new building of the Faculty of 
•fUE. Ho y OS to Ouil-OlWCr c 

model of for Raval inR^a^tion. 

the University, the „ueen was welcomed by the Chancellor- the 

Duchess of Devonshire, who is the .^ueen's Mistress of the Robes 


