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Just 200 years ago. , the British Museum op ened its doors to the 

p ublic. The n, a few hundred p eople visited the museum each year. 

Now, about 600,000 see it ...... 

Today, people come to the museum from all over the world, from every 

walk of life. Many of course are stud ents.... And almost everybody 

visits the Egyp tian rooms and the mummies. •. . 

(bLffoqw miss the Elgin garbles.... It all started in 1753, when Sir Hans 

Sloane bequethed his collection of antiquities, worth £50,000, to , 
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the Nation for £20,000. To raise it, the last public lottery was held ̂  

and the British Museum was born . , , t „ 
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The Rosetta Stone is another favorite..#... im. 1001^. the yoga 

Most peop le include Magna Charta in their rounds. It holds a 

fascination for everyone - especially Americans . .............. 

That stud ent is certainly making a day of it. Probably because 

the National Portrait* Gallery i s also celebrating an aniversary. 

It's a 100 years since it opened to the public..*... One of the 

most p op ular pictures is Queen Elizabeth I...... ......... 

H ardly a visitor misses another yueen Elizabeth - Her Majesty the 

quean in James Gunn's "Conversation p iece at Royal Lodge, Windsor", 

completed in 1950... ̂  

Many are attracted by the rather sinister features of another 

monarch - King Richard III...... -
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