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By a jiierolful deliverance we came through the savage ordeal. Hot by man's 
hand alone were we given power to resist. Leading their people in a Ttrpr • 

factor!,., »ho hol.ped to guard Britain throughout th. prolonged air altaok 
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Group Onptnln It lan unveil a the reredos and pays tribute to the dead and 
missing pilots of the Biggin Ml! Sector, 

The hifh standard of gallantry set by the Battle of Britain airmen is 
ftowring fully today. Here Is the Cotuwmder-in-Chief Filter Ccmrand, 

Air Marshal Sir frafford Leigh Mai lory. 

"Since the dark days three years ago when the few defeated the many, 
fighter Coi.jwtnd has become a great offensive force. Its present 
strength is considerably greater ttoan it was in September 1940. Besides 
which Britain has bullt up huge formations which have defeated the Luftwaffe 
in Italy and the Mediterranean. Hone of this would have been possible 
but for the major defeat - which was a major defeat and the first Nazi 
setback - inflicted on the German airforoe in the Battle of Britain. 

today, the Fighter Hots of Fighter Command are as eager to bring 
the enemy to battle as were the men in 1940. But today they have to go 
out to seek it. The roles are reversed, but with this difference. 
The scores are stil1 well in our favour even when fighting over hostile 
territory. We have established on the foundations laid in the Battle 
of Britain complete air supremacy pver the Channel and within fighter 
range over occupied Europe". 
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Battle of Britain J> y sees s representative procession of heroes and 
heroines marching pma$ the Kin, and -usen outside BuoMn*ui. Maw. 
the men and mm n who fought through those hideous iaonJhe in Oiril 
.Defence find faetoxy, and must ever share the viotoxy. These who 
fought the ftnoa and those who built the t erlin engines foe the 
Spitfires and IWricanes, The thousands who kept our coMnunioations 
open and essential servinee intact. The workers of a hundred different 
trades who broke the heart of the Basis by their dogged pereeverenoe 
during the height of the mitaSreig. In the mawblng ranks are those 
who manned our anti-aircraft defences* The gunhere who plaHNd that 
roof of at eel ever Britain, Then came the brood blue line oi the 
Royal Air tforoe - men who bore the heaviest part in the strug le three 
years ego - pilots of fighter command; United Nations* alaeen from every 
comer of the globe who halted the tide of Soman aggrewsSon spread-
eagle 4 serosa the face of JSurope. 

Few stories In our Rational history can outshine the splendour of 
our Air force. it is tills gigantic instrument which is tearing ti» 
heart out of Kasidom and returning with ten-fold interest the destruction 
which they launched against the civilised world. War, the Germans 
were sedulously taught, is a grand enobi ing exercise. How then are 
the brie ties on the heads of the "feaster 1 ce» behaving no#?. 


