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PAIHE JOUEiiAL Paris, January 22nd, 19Qg 

OIL FIREFIGHTERS' EFFORTS TO MASTER GASSI TOU1L BLAZE 
35 mm. developed dupenegative $ 19 mo tarn - 85 ft 

R@d Adair and his famous ere* of american oil firefighters 
technicians are hard at work, with iscsa a hundred other workers , to prepare 
their offensive against the giant gas blase which hats been burning in a 
800 ft high flame in the Sahara Desert at Gaasi Touil. 

Firit water had to be found 1000 feet below ground level 
and a pumping station put into operation has already pumped a man made 
lake of water, containing thousands of cubic meters of water. This water will 
be used to help red Adair and his men in their approach of the actual blase 
in their monatruous looking shielded bull-dog era, when the time comes to 
try to blast the fire. For the time being, the shielded and armored bulldoge a 
equipped with special giant iron hooks, are busy clearing the immediate area 
of burnt iron from the original derrick tower. 

Everything must be cleared before the firefighters try 
to bring their explosives to blast and Mil the inferno. Store other wells 
are being drilled to pump down, mud to latrangleE the burning fire and lessen 
the prcssion when the blast will be sent off. 

Millions of cubic meters of gas have already been built 
in this unprecedented fire, which illuminates the desert on a 600 kilometers 
area. 



PATHB JOHRSAL Parle, Februaiy 6. 1998 

TEfi GA8S1 TOUIL II FSBHO 
to mm. developed dupenegstliei 8S Mton 

2h the Baa tern Great Erg(mountains) la the Sahara desert, since 
November last, the giant Gooel-Ioull flees at GT Î u kept burning night sal days. 
East day, tbia eeleeeal lighter bee burnt 30 Sllllea eubte asters of gee, ahieh 
represents half ef the dally predoetlan of laaq la eouthaaet Franoe. 

Per the first time, our ceaeraaaa, with great feoal power leasee 
end under protection of fire-fighter hoese, wee able to aoaoh the area mar 
enough free the Inferno to photograph the eetual mouth of the burning wehBL Here 
y«* can clearly eee the enoraooe gee oelanm epreutlag under a press Ion of 
approximately #00 Rise to the square centime tar. The preeelon of the gss seeing 
out makes a heavy frost at the pipe1# and. The flames you eee aroumd are oeal̂  
frea aeoundaryorecks. The flaming geyser lteelf boglne burning only after aereral 
arte re. 

the Bed idalr em baa reached the before-last phase ef preparations 
before putting out the fire i oleering the area. But before that they had to 
drill a whell to bring te the eurfsee enough water to pear ensure protection ef 
the workers. Thle water nines* frea the Albian held, without whleh the Induetriallea-
tlon of the Sahara deeert would hare been lap aalble, sad whleh le threatened ef 
pollution by the Gaasl-Teull gas fire. It was alee noeeesary to drill en eitter 
aides of the burning held, tee holee whleh will permit Injecting te the baae ef 
mud te leeaem aa much aa possible the gee powerful leek. 

Before blowing the toreh, the eurroundlngarea must be entirely cleared 
of all Iron r mains of the former derricks (pipee eto.) It le not a email 
work aa the workers teams meet work at the eery fee* of this terrlfle fleas, they 
do it with the help ef apeeielly equl pod bulldesere with shoet-iroa cables 
continually kept under the * artificial rain* of ten powerful! flre-heeee, sending 
water nearly 100 meters many. The burnt sub iron arastureo are oak lake aaaller 
parte „ then a epeeially built klad ef hook picks them ap to take them eat of the 
danger seme. Sueh operations hare to be ooadseted in the emalleet delay poeelble, 
ee the necessity ef keeping the preeleue water hold Area pollution la oa important 
a« that of keeping the giant gee reserves. When the eree mill be entirely cleared 
of debris a TUT charge mill be plaeed aear the aoWkh ef the fire, and the ô leelon 
ehould blew the fleae aa a elaple caudle... Thee #a epurt will base to be aastersd 
with o cap equipped with ewreral pipee whleh will dertee the gas. 

The blowing out of the Gee el Toull pee Inferno la probably the moot 
e >9otnouler operation ewer isucaru la the hletory ef ell. It will base eest eae and 
a hald billion eld franoe* of whleh BOO Mlliea for the dengeroue work of the 
Adair fire fighters epeelallete. But the InSuotrlal Sahara deeert la Interested 
in the results of this new wsrk of Bereule. 


