
THE PETROV DRAMA. 23/4/54. 

Prom the  Sovie t  Embassy in  Canberra  d iplomat  and Russia i  secre t  

pol ice  off ic ia l  Pst rov disappear  ed ,  seeking permiss ion to  remain in  

Austra l ia .  And h is  wife  le f t  the  suburban home which they had shared^ 

to  re turn  to  Russia* On the  n ight  she  was  lea  vl  ng Sydney a  vas t  crowd 

assembled a t  the  Alrpf t r t  men and women who were  refugges  f rom 

countr ies  on the  dark  s ide  of  the  I ron Curts in^Z^he carowd was  in  

an ugly  humour  and f i re  hoses  were  run out  in  readiness .  Off ic ia ls  

f rom the  Russian Embassy were  there  to  make sure  that  Mrs  Pet rov would 

not  fa i l  to  s tar t  her  journey back to  Moscow,  Second Secretary  

Kis l l i j skyn In  the  l ight  hat j  and cour iers  to  ac t  as  escor t j f r  do# / 4^, 

once again  the  name of  Pet rov was on the  f ront  page of  the  newspapers  

wi th  th is  gr im pic ture .  

In  the  f i t fu l ,  shi f t ing l ight  of  arc  lamps on the  tarmaft  - - -  in  
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the  dusty  radiance of  the  pol i t ica l  l imel ight  - •  
A 

Mrs  Pet rov was taken through a  protes t ing human seaX-—a l  U i " g  ,a/~ 

% 
Crowds tugged a t  the  gangway and guards  as  Mrs  ^e t rov now 

semi-conscious  was borne up in to  the  a i r l iner  J f  In  the  melee  
kaci * 

she had los t  her  shoe -— but  the  cour iers^carr led  her  on,Jb  

During the  f l ight  f rom Sydney to  Darwin ar rangementsy«made 
/ ^ 

to  f ind out  whether  Mrs  Pet rov wai  ted  to  go or  to  s tay  and she  

wanted to  s tay .  j .n  the  uncer ta inty ,  a  roat  of  ane-er  rose  f rom the  
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Sydney crowd. j j f  
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