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I  
The  r e s igna t ion  o f  Mr  A t t l ee  ghnr s  t o  t h i s  fo rmer  P r ime  

A 

J 

mis te r  the  r eco rd  o f  hav ing  he l f l  h i s  h igh  o f f i ce  longe r  than  

anyone e l se .  I t  was  the  e l ec t ion  o f  1935  t ha t  saw h im 

t ake  OV63V t he  l eade r sh ip  o f  t he  l ^abour  Pa r ty  an  o f f i ce  which  

he  he ld  fo r  twen ty  o f  t he  mos t  t u rbu len t  yea r s  o f^^h i s to ry»o .»„  

the  Second World  War  in which he was ,  f i r s t ,  Lord  P r ivy  

Seal a i i d  l a t e r  ^epu ty  p r ime  min i s t e r  o f  the Church i l l  Governmen t»  

D i f f e rences  o f  po l i t i ca l  op in ion  be tween  these  two  men  who  

sha red  the  P remie r sh ip  ove r  a  pe r iod  o f  fou r t een  yea r s  were  
/T~ 

pushed  into t he  background ;  and  mmmm fo r tuna te^  ihdeed z  t ha t  

co l l eagues  o f  such  oppos ing  v i ews  cou ld ,  i n  the  t imes  o f  c r i s i s ,  

speak together for Britain. In the first election campaign 

e£  t e r  t i e  war ,  l abour  swep t  i n to  power .  Mr  A t t l ee  became  
CK^A^d 
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man we at ered every stormf and  remained the head of his party. 

With  Fore ign  Sec re t a ry  Ernes t  Bev in ,  r  At t l ee  attended t he  

meetings of the heads of allied governments after the war 

He was, in fact, at the Potsdam Conference when Labour's election 

victory was announced. And in the unforgettable celebrations of *k 

the time -— such as the Vic to ry  Pa r  ale in London it was  Mr  

A t t l ee  who  appea red  a s  t he  na t ion ' s  l eade r  and  Mr  Church i l l  a s  

Leade r  o f  t he  Oppos i t i on .  / r ) / \  the  unve i l i ng  o f  t he  p l aque  

t o  commemora te  t he  use  o f  U hu rch  House ,  Wes tmins t e r  a s  t he  

home  o f  B r i t a in ' s  Pa r l i amen t  a f t e r  the  bombing  o f  t he  House  o f  

Commons  and  a t  t he  l ay ing  o f  t he  founda t ion  s tone  in  the  

new House  t hese  two  ve t e rans  o f  Pa r l i amen t  appea red  aga in  

t oge t  he r#  ^Mr  At t l ee  now r e t i r e s  f rom h i s  l abour s^wi th  t he  good  

w i shes  o f  a l l  pa r t i e s»  


