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SOCIALIST'S I:K.7 LEADER„ 16/12/55 

Although it was only in 1945 that .-r Gaitskell first entered 

Parliament, he became Minister of Fuel and tower in 1947 and, 

later, Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Government of Mr Attleo 

whom he has now succeeded as Leader of the Socialist party, H e 

was elected by a majority of forty-seven over the combined vdites 

cast for his two rivals. 

After the result was announced, Mr Gaitskell attended a 

Press Conference at Transport House, accompanied by Lrs Gaitskell; 

and here is the first speech of the new Leader,^who has thus 

become Leader of the Opposition and a potential Prime Minister 

of the futur 


