
ASSAULT ON FORT SAID,  { /}J \  9 /11/56,  

On board an a i rcraf t  carr ier  off  Por t  Said ,  our  can era  s  ho vis  

Venoms and Seahawks of  the  Mavy being loaded wi th  bombs and rockets  

for  the  s t r ike  agains t  the  a i r f ie lds  of  Egypt* Over  2 ,000 sor t ies  

were  f id  an;  and the  Egypt ian Air  Force  was v i r tual ly  wiped out  

for  the  loss  of  one Br i t i sh  l i fe .  Only two Br i t i sh  a i rcraf t  fa i led  

to  re turn .  

P i lo ts  of  a l l  planes  were  given specia l  ins t ruct ions  to  avoid  

causing casual t ies  among the  c iv i l ian  popula t ion and the  

Egypt ians  were  warned,  before  our  a i rcraf t  took off  to  keep c lear  

of the target areŝ jP 

Then fol lowed the  landings  a t  and near  Por t  Said  i t se l f ;  f i rs t  

the  waves  of  parachute  t roops ,  fo l lowed by commandos brought  in  by 

sea .  I t  was the  f i rs t  t ime an assaul t  of  th is  kind bad been 

carr ied  out  wi thout  pre l iminary bombardment^^ 

Mechanised uni ts  fol lowed the  infantry  and quickly  pushed on 

in lands  

n addi t ion to  the  Br i t i sh  landings  a t  Por t  Said ,  French 
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t roops  had . landed md.  Vn coi ' . f r ro lJr t ;  noarby Por t  • • i ' suadS ikxh&x 
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In  the  por t  and a t  the  entrance to  the  Suez Canal  were  to  be  
t I 

seen the  funnels  of  ships  which had been sunk by the  Egypt ians  to  

b lock the  passage of  the  6anal„  Thus -— as  ant ic ipated 

Pres ident  Nasser ' s  one ef fect ive  move in  the  quarre l  wi th  Br i ta in  
formerly  

and France a id  Is rael^  had been to  deny passage through the/BUM* 

Internat ional  waterway to  the  ships  of  a l l  the  Best  of  the  world  

Fi res  and des t ruct ion a long the  waterf ront  bore  evidence of  

s t i f f  res is tance  agains t  the  ear ly  landings  of  the  Al l ied  Forces* 

but  the  mi l i tary  command had taken the  ca lcula ted r i sk  of  landing 

wi thout  pre l iminary bombardment  in  order  to  reduce the  damage to  a  

minumum. Tanks  moved on in to  the  town to  mop up pockets  of  

res is tance  and c lear  out  nes ts  of  snipers ;  and a l though the  advance 

of  the  Al l ied  for t ies  was  never  ser iously  chal lenged,  there  was some 

house- to-house  f ight ing dur ing the  f i rs t  day,^ /^  
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This  bui lding bad been used as  a  vantage point  for  snipers^# 

And here  and there  ammunit ion wagons and o i l  s torage tanks 

were on f  i re^y> 

Slowly and methodical ly ,  the  landing forces  went  through 

the town^destroying the s t rongpoints  and br inging out  pr isoners  

for  st  quest ioning^^ 

Then as  the f ight ing died down interested spectators  

turned out  to  watch^f  

Gradual jy  the people  of  Port  Said came from their  houses  into 

the s t reets  to  gaze,  without  apparent  emotion of  any kind,  as  

the t roops proceeded on their  way through the town towards the souj j  

Near  the  s ta tue of  Ferdinand de Lesseps organiser  of  the 

company which bui l t  the CanaL aja  a  hundred years  ago a  navy 

hel icopter  landed.  Only ninety minutes  af ter  the f i rs t  landings of  

the parachute  t roops these handy l i t t le  aircraf t  s tar ted on their  

job. . . .br inging in  addi t ional  medical  suppl ies  and taking the 

wounded men out  of  the bat t le  area.  Here i s  a  wounded Egypt ian,  

who was f lown by hel icopter  to  an a i rcraf t  carr ier  for  t reatment  

in  the carr ier ' s  s ick bav^d^^ 

Another  hel icopter  took off  — this  t ime with some of  o#r  

own casual  t ies^^ 

pending on a  carr ier  -— are some more Bri t ish siaus* 

wcuunded.  These were men who took par t  in  the a i rborne landing.  

Each f l ight  to  pick up casual t ies  and br ing them back to  the 

a i rcraf t  carr iers  was about  a  hundred miles ,  
4  

And now af ter  playing their  par t  in  the events  of  the Middle  

east  —— our  wounded are  in  hospi ta l  in  Cyprus.  The la tes t  

xia  f igures  of  Bri t ish casual t ies  in  Egypt  are  merciful# small .  

Twenty men were ki l led;  a  hundred wounded^g*^ 

And back home in  Bri ta in  are  these men of  the R.A.F.  They 

f lew back to  base a t  Wit ter ing,  their  mission accomplished."  —With 

act ivi ty  in  the Middle  East  a t  a  s tandst i l l  under  the agreement  

to  Cease Fire;  while  other  members  of  the United Nat ions^ volunteer  

to  form an emergency pol ice  force,  / 


