
PJLT SAID EViOUATIUN. 28/12/56 

Our  cameraman cover ing the  las t  evacuat ion of  Br i t i sh  t foopd 

f rom Egypt  shows the  ar r ival  a t  Por t  Said  of  Suez Canal  c iv i l ian  

workers^  a f ter  being f reed from thei r  in ternment .  They can e  by 

t ra in  to  Abbas  Quay happy to  see  f r iendly  faces  giving a  
h 

•welcome to  themselves  and the  assor tment  of  pets  they had brought  

wi th  them» They were^raken out  to  the  ships ,  which would be  

carrying them to  Cyprus;  f rom whence they were  to  complete  

the i r  journey to  Br i ta in  by a i r .  A las t  view of  Egypt  included 

the  Suez Canal  Headquar ters  Bui ld ing^* 

Guns of  the  Royal  Navy were  a t  thready in  case  of  in terferenc 

as  the  las t  of  the  t roops  and equipment  went  on board the  wai t ing 

craf t ,a t  Casino Hard 7 
The las t  of  the  Br i t i sh  Army to  leave were  the  Royal  Scots  and 

the  West  Yorkshire  Regiment^^ 

As a  f inal  ges ture  f rom the  men who had performed a  d i f f icul t  

task  so wel l  -  -  -  a union Jack was hois ted .  The ropes  were^ut  

and the  pole  was  greased to  make sure  i t  s tayed up as  Jong as  

poss ible  af ter  thei r  depar ture^^ 

One of  the  very  las t  to  leave Por t  Said  was General  Stockwel l ,  

who took the  sa lute  as  the  rear  guard embarked.  The whole  

operat ion was carr ied  out  wi th  unhurr ied  precis ion a id  the  

s ta tue  of  Ferdinand de  Lesseps  was  le f t  wi th  souvenir  f lags  of  the  

Al l ies ,  

The next  chapter  in  the  s tory  was the  taking over  of  guard 

dut ies^  by Uni ted Nat ions  t roops  ̂ in  the  sa lvage ships  which were  

1  ef t  behind to  complete  the  work of  c lear ing the  Suez Canal^^ 

They were  welcomed on board by the  crews;  and theA men 

of  the  Royal  Navy began the  s t range business  of i  d iscarding 

'  thei r  uniforms^whi le  the  f lag  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  was  hois ted^ 

The s t ree ts  of  Por t  Said  were  deser ted  as  the  las t  barr icades  

were  removed.^# 
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And so  the  las t  t roopship^rgSiM away f rom Egypt j  ending 

an episode f rom which only  one fac t  emerges  c lear ly  and 

undeniably;  that  the  men of  the  Navy,  the  Atony and the  Air  

Foroe who had the  job to  do couH not  have done i t  bet ter .  
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Afte r  the Bri t ish and French departure,  Egyptian 

crowds swarmed out  and set  about  the business of  removing 
began 

a l l  signs of  the brief  Ailed occupationo They even/±z&a± to 

remove the s tatue i tself  — the statue of  the man who 

arr ived to build the Suez Canal  nearly a century ago.  


