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In 1937,  the emergency system of  d ia l l ing 999 was 
/*  tf 'p 

int roduced a t  Scot land Yard.  Now a  new information room 
a±±±± 

designed to  give/amssdnniaBdtsr tag s t i l l  more s t reamlining 

has  been opened by the Pol ice  Commissioner ,  Sir  John Nott-Bowe:  

And th is  i s  what  wi l l  happen from now on.  A cal ler  has  

spot ted housebreakers  a t  wor^ and dial led the emergency number,  

In  cases  of  th is  sor ty  a  second saved may make a l l  the 

difference,  -f  A conveyor-bel t  for  passing the message forward 

saves the t ime of  walking around to  del iver  i t  

to  the man vihose job i t  is  to  a ler t  the patrol  cars .  An 

e lec  t r ie  al ly-con t rol led panel  beside the te lephonis t  te l ls  him 
llo 

at  a  glance which cars  are  avai lable  for  the job^^y^ 

In a few more seconds,  the patrol  car  i s  on i t s  way.  In  

this  case,  i t  has  to  go to  the house of  the cal ler  for  fur ther  
_> 

information and she says,  they went  that  way.  Crews of  

radio-equipped vehicles  have made over  a  hundred and twenty-f ive 
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thousand arrests ;  in  a few minutes  i t ' l l  be one t r iore . .^  I  
Not  a l l  messages are  concerned with cr ime;  but  the 

need for  speed i s  obvious when you learn that  the Information 

room deals  with near ly  a mil l ion cal ls  a  year .^  
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