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On a calm and sunny day of summer, a f leet of l i t t le 

ships set out fromRamsgate to cross the Channel;  and one of the 

great moments of destiny in the history of Britain was 
on 

being l ived again. For i t  was/just such another day as this 

in 1940^ that a f leet of l i t t le ships sailed for Dunkirk — 

this Ramsgate l ifeboat was one that actually took part  ---  to 

take the British Army off the bombed and shell-torn beaches 

when Hitler 's  Nazis overran all  Europe# These were the newsreel 

pictures,  taken at  the t ime; when Britain prepared to stand 

alone in defence of the world's freedom^f 

Many of those l i t t le ships never came back; but those 

that did aided by the Royal Navy -— brought back hundreds 

of thousands of men of the British Expeditionary Force ---  the 

nucleus of an army that l ived to fight another day^^# 

And now -— seventeen years after the miracle of Dunkirk — 

the destroyer Chieftain came into harbour for a pilgrimage an d 

a commemmorationQueen Elizabeth the Queen Mother came ashore -

-— ifl  adoxx to be welcomed by General G-aneval ,  representing 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  F r a n c e .  H e r  M a j e s t y  c a m e  — -  w i t h  

thousands of veterans^and relatives of the men who had fought 

and endured on those beaches —- for the unveiling of a memorial 

to those who died^jj^ Lined up on parade were men of the Royal 

Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force.. . .and detachments of 

the fighting services of FrancepjP 

The Memorial was unveiled to four thousand seven hundred 

men of the British Expeditionary Force who died kazaxiz 

18* m d have no known grave, 

After inspecting the Memorial with I ts record of honoured 

names, the Queen Mother walked among the relatives -— recalling 

what Her  ̂ Majesty had called "one of the great moments of our 

age, 
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The Dunkirk Pilgrimage was one of the last public funetions 

attended by the Queen Mother before her jgftgtx flight to 

Africa. Princess Margaret, Prince Charles and Princess Anne 

accompanied her to London Airport^to wish her God Speed as she 

left for a two-weeks visit to t he Federation of Rhodesia and 

Nyasalai d. Izaiaaa ±aH# ai&maaztkaaft za±zxs*%*aa&g±ala* 

Once again, 
gracious 

this/gxaafc lady was travelling across the world to be an 

Ambassador of goodwillj and who could be betterj# 


